Revision of the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems coding (ICD-9) is provided at the start of each chapter for the postgraduate reader.
What stands out in this book is the technical design of each chapter. The text is well formatted and easy to follow. Each chapter is illustrated with coloured artwork aided by adjacent coloured line drawings and photographs illustrating clinical tests as well as cadaver anatomy. The symptoms and signs are confirmed by the relevant use of conventional radiographic, computed tomographic, magnetic resonance and nuclear imaging. Arrows outline the appropriate areas of interest. The text would have been enhanced by the occasional use of the modern neuro-imaging techniques such as positron emission tomography and functional magnetic resonance imaging. Overall, the chapter layout and visual clues allow for straightforward learning.
The Atlas covers pain syndromes from a variety of medical disciplines. As well as anaesthesia (neuralgias, reflex sympathetic dystrophy, post thoracotomy pain syndrome, coccydynia and trigger points), disciplines include neurology (migraine and analgesic rebound headaches, phantom limb and arachnoiditis), neurosurgery and orthopaedics (ganglion cysts, nerve entrapment syndromes and trigeminal neuralgia, radiculopathies and spinal stenosis, compression and rib fractures), musculoskeletal medicine and rheumatology (tenosynovitis and bursitis, temporomandibular joint dysfunction, arthritis of wrist, elbow, hip and knee and fibromyalgia), medicine (acute pancreatitis, acute herpes zoster and diabetic neuralgia), sports medicine (jumper's and runner's knee, and golfer and tennis elbow). With the exception of Pancoast's tumour syndrome, the Atlas does not include the management of cancer pain syndromes. Missing too are the use of more invasive procedures. These include peripheral, plexus and neuraxial catheters, peripheral and central neuromodulation, radiofrequency (thermal neurotomy and pulsed), intradiscal electrothermal annuloplasty and vertebroplasty and kyphoplasty. Another weakness is that the book concentrates on the pharmacological and interventional aspects of pain medicine and ignores the psychosocial and rehabilitative approach.
An added bonus is the inclusion of a CD-ROM featuring all of the illustrations from the text. These images can be downloaded directly into electronic slideshows, aiding readers in creating their own educational presentations, thus facilitating interactive learning.
This Atlas forms a practical and user-friendly resource for medical students, anaesthetic, rheumatology, orthopaedic and neurology Registrars and pain Fellows alike. It has a step-by-step approach progressing from signs and symptoms through to physical findings, confirmatory testing and treatment options. Weaknesses aside, it is a worthy follow-on to the first edition. ISBN 13: 978-0-7817-7603-5. Since the fourth edition of this book published in 1999, there has been an exponential increase not only in the range of anaesthetic equipment available, but also in the complexity associated with such devices.
This 2008 edition is divided into six sections: gas supply and distribution systems, anaesthetic machines and breathing systems, airway equipment, monitoring devices, equipment related to environmental situations and equipment care.
The authors have addressed these issues by enlarging chapters from the previous edition. They have also included new, dedicated chapters within each section. These include suction equipment, latex allergy, lung isolation devices, management of the difficult airway, temperature monitoring, equipment for the MRI environment, temperature control equipment and operating room fires and personal injuries related to sources of ignition.
The sections on "Operating Room Design" and "Equipment Selection" have been omitted from this edition. This is disappointing as I believe it was a useful guide when purchasing new devices, particularly so when decisions to purchase are often made by a combination of end-users, finance departments and biomedical departments.
This raises another question. With the complexity of many devices, can the end-users fully understand their functionality and can they easily troubleshoot and fix problems in the event of failure or malfunction?
All sections are informative and concise with good illustrations and photographs. The authors have excluded obsolete equipment and tried to include only devices that were available at the time of writing. Chapter 5 includes a section taken from the Committee on Equipment and Facilities for American Society of Anesthesiologists for decisions related to anaesthetic machine obsolescence and the removal of these machines. However, as with many texts written in different countries, relating their practices can be confusing as some sections are based on regional or country differences.
Included at the end of each chapter are multiple choice questions which give the reader good revision. An extremely useful addition is an online registration code to give the purchaser over 500 multiple questions online. The majority of these are different from the text questions and you can choose either review questions with explanations to the answers, or a NCLEX style test which gives a percentage score of correct and incorrect answers. Even better, once registered, the entire text is available online (with access to computers, this saves having to carry around a volume of over 1000 pages).
As with any text, it is extremely difficult to encompass every aspect of a subject. Surprisingly, many areas of anaesthesia advances have been omitted (with apologies by the authors in the preface). These include, but are not limited to, depth of anaesthesia monitors (BIS, Entropy, AEP), ultrasound machines and related physics, invasive pressure measurements, non-invasive cardiac output monitors, fluid warmers, patient warmers, infusion pumps, point-of-care blood gas analysis and TEG.
This text would be a useful addition to any departmental library as an aid to either refresh or expand knowledge, or as a start on the path to Understanding Anesthesia Equipment. As an aside, in the preface Dorsch and Dorsch say that, after 37 years, this will be the last edition they will personally write. They encourage others to take up where they have left off and state that... "While it entails a tremendous amount of work, the rewards are priceless".
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